{\rtf1\ansi {\colortbl;\red0\green0\blue0;\red0\green0\blue255;\red0\green255\blue255;\red0\green255\blue0;\red255\green0\blue255;\red255\green0\blue0;\red255\green255\blue0;\red255\green255\blue255;}{\fonttbl{\f0\froman\cpg0\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f1\fswiss\cpg0\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f2\froman\cpg1252\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f3\fswiss\cpg1252\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f4\froman\cpg1251\fcharset204 Times New Roman;}{\f5\fswiss\cpg1251\fcharset204 Arial;}{\f6\froman\cpg1250\fcharset238 Times New Roman;}{\f7\fswiss\cpg1250\fcharset238 Arial;}{\f8\froman\cpg1257\fcharset186 Times New Roman;}{\f9\fswiss\cpg1257\fcharset186 Arial;}{\f10\froman\cpg1254\fcharset162 Times New Roman;}{\f11\fswiss\cpg1254\fcharset162 Arial;}{\f12\froman\cpg1253\fcharset161 Times New Roman;}{\f13\fswiss\cpg1253\fcharset161 Arial;}{\f14\froman\cpg1255\fcharset177 Times New Roman;}{\f15\fswiss\cpg1255\fcharset177 Arial;}}\paperw12240\paperh15840 \sectd \sbknone \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 34\hich\af0\loch\af0\dbch\f2\cchs0 \'b0\hich\af0\dbch\af2\loch\f0\cchs0                   LIFE  AND   TIMES   OF  STEIN.       [PART VIII.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Burgundy, and the southern line; in recent times it has acquired new value (i) by the formation of the National Guard, which suffices for the garrisoning of all the fortresses, and allows France to cross the frontier without danger with its whole regular army; (2) by the destruction of all the fortresses in the Netherlands and in Germany by the French in all wars since Louis XIV. Ehren-breitstein, Philippsburg, Ingolstadt and other places of the great\-est importance have been entirely dismantled, all towns like Frankfurt and Ulm which had walls and means of defence have been deprived of them; Savoy has been obliged to promise not to fortify the mountain-passes. All the wars undertaken by all French Governments since Louis XIV. concur to prove that that Power has formed with unalterable perseverance a system of fortification and defence at the expense of its neighbours; it would be unworthy of the Powers who devote themselves to the noble task of restoring the repose of Europe on strong and sound foundations to consent to deceive themselves about in\-contestable facts; that this system of aggressive fortresses is far less a product of the principles which have caused the revolutionary wars, than an inherent principle of the French Monarchy, and that it was owing to nothing but this system of fortresses that it needed the total destruction of the French army in the campaign of 1812, the loss of the whole stores of those fortresses, and still more the united exertions of Europe, to secure the success of our armies in 1813, 1814, and 1815.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Unquestionably the conviction of the French that wars cost nothing but men, or at the utmost money, but that the property of individuals cannot be destroyed, and that the citizens do not run the risk of being exposed to the hardships inseparable from the presence of foreign armies, is one of the causes which gave the Revolutionary Government its principal means of aggression: to give peculiar weight to this consideration it is only necessary to know the selfishness and want of public spirit which is peculiar to the French.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Accordingly it is necessary to the permanent weal of Europe that France should lose the points of aggression which the Peace of Paris left her, and that the fortresses of the first line should either pass under foreign dominion, and serve for the future for the defence of the neighbouring frontiers, or at least should be razed.}\par }